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What to do in and around Ciudad Colon

Dining:

· Maya Biergarten German/International, in downtown Ciudad Colon.  Outdoor seating, nice ambiance and beer/wine selection.
· Che Pizza Argentinian/pizzeria, in downtown Ciudad Colon.  Delicious pizzas, pastas and meat/barbeques.  

· Sabor al Pueblo Costa Rican traditional food, on the way to Ciudad Colon. ‘Casados’ (traditional rice & beans with salad and a meat dish).  Good prices and outdoor seating.
· Casa 76 Italian, in downtown Ciudad Colon. Pastas, risotto, fish and pizzas. Tasty, nice ambiance and mid-range prices.
· Plaza Itscazu in Escazu, off the highway on the other side of Multiplaza.  This is a popular area that offers a wide variety of restaurants, including sushi, Spanish, Mexican, Argentinean, Peruvian, and American food. There are a couple bars there, too.  This is about a 15 - 20 minute taxi ride away.
· Rosti Pollo, Pizza Hut and Cebollines are located next to the Quality Inn in Santa Ana, about a 10-minute taxi ride away.  Rosti Pollo is a typical Costa Rican restaurant, specializing in rotisserie chicken.  Cebollinas is a Mexican-style restaurant. The Quality Inn and these restaurants are on the way out of Santa Ana, right near the highway. 
Entertainment:

· There is a new Imax movie theatre in Avenida Escazu, next to the CIMA hospital off the main highway.  

· In the mall, Multiplaza, there is an 8-screen movie theater.  You can check Cinemark’s website for information on the movies currently running: http://www.cinemarkca.com/cartelera/index.php
· If you get up early, in downtown Ciudad Colon there is a lively farmers’ market on Saturday mornings, where you can purchase fresh fruits and vegetables, coconut milk, pupusas or local breakfast fare like ‘gallo pinto’ (typical beans and rice dish).

Shopping:

· Multiplaza, off the main highways towards San Jose, is an enormous shopping mall with hundreds of stores.  Aside from the typical clothing, accessories, shoes, food court and movie theater, Multiplaza also has a grocery story, Automercado and plenty of pharmacies. It’s about a 15-minute taxi ride away.
· La Casona in San Jose (near the post office) has more typical Costa Rican crafts.  It’s about a 30-minute taxi ride (depending on San Jose traffic, of course), or can be accessed via local buses.
· Super Mora, located in downtown Ciudad Colon, is a convenient and cheap place to purchase groceries. This is about 7 minute taxi ride away.
Night Life:

· Sangrias in Ciudad Colon has tapas and beers, and live music a few times a week.  This is a mellow spot, but nearby and good for a beer/snack. 

· La Oveja Negra by the entrance from the highway also has tapas and drinks, and is often quite full with locals having a drink. 5 minute cab ride from the hotel.
· Jazz Café in Escazu has live music nightly and is a trendy place to have a drink, listen and dance to good music. It is located on the main highway, past Multiplaza and near Plaza Itscazu. For reservations, call 2288-4740. It’s about a 15 – 20 minute taxi ride away.
· La Rumba in Santa Ana, past Plaza Lindora, after the bridge on the way towards the “Panasonic” is a lively nightclub / dance hall.  They mostly play Latin music.
Emergencies: 

· CIMA hospital is a private, U.S.-accredited hospital that is nearby, comfortable and good.  For any emergency, call 911.  CIMA’s emergency room is open 24 hours.  The website is www.hospitalcima.com  .Their emergency phone number is 2208-1144. 
· There are dozens of pharmacies in Ciudad Colon and Santa Ana. The closest is Fischel, in the new Plaza Colon by Fresh Market, a 3-minute taxi ride away.
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